
 
 
Blogging is a learned skill just like any other profession. Put the time, educate yourself and love 
what you do, you’ll go a long way. One of the foundations of starting a blog and earning a living 
at it is knowing what tools to use to make things easier. This list will help jump start your travel 
blog and put you on the path to becoming a revenue generating content publisher. 
 
This is a super valuable list of blogging tools to which you can refer (hint: bookmark it!), and find 
new tools to enhance your blogging experience as well as the experience of your readers! 
 
This list of blogging tools consists of resources for all types of bloggers whether professional, 
part-time or personal. I have put them into various categories, allowing you to evaluate and 
choose the right tool for the right purpose. 
 
Though the list of available tools is long, every tool is useful in its own way. In my 10 years of 
being a travel influencer for the Caribbean and over 18 years in the marketing world (yikes!), I’ve 
used, tested, and still use many of these tools. 
 
I have personally used at least 75% of the tools mentioned below, and the remaining 25% are 
suggested by bloggers whose opinions I read and I trust. 
 
Note: Some of the links have my affiliate link (I will buy a rum drink!)  

The Ultimate Blogging Toolkit 

Desktop blog editors 
 

● Hemingway Editor: A great desktop writing tool which will enhance your writing. Get an 
instant reading level grade and word count. Available for Windows and Mac. 

● Frase: A web-based writing tool that integrated with WordPress, medium and a few other 
platforms. It uses AI technology to help you improve your content. 

● Desk: This will pull you away from all the distractions and help you focus on writing. 
Available for Mac OS, and the cost is affordable. 

● Open Live Writer: Best desktop editor for Windows OS, and you can publish directly from 
your desktop. 

● Evernote: I use this to take quick notes on my iPhone, and it’s available via cloud syncing. 
 
 

https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Hemingwayapp/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Frase/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Desk/
http://openlivewriter.org/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Evernote/


 

Content idea generation tools 
 

● BuzzSumo : Enter a website or a topic to find the most shared and engaging content. 
● Ahrefs Content explorer: Similar to Buzzsumo but with more data. 
● Quora: Search for your keywords in a search box of Quora, and you will get unlimited 

ideas for your blog content. 
● Blog topic generator: Enter your keyword and it will give you post ideas. 
● Google Trends: Check the currently trending topics or find the search trend for any 

keyword of your choice. 
 

Blog post title tool 
 

● EMV tool: Checks the emotional marketing value of a title. The higher the EMV score is, 
the better it will perform on social media channels. 

● Headline Analyzer: This is the best tool in this lot. Regardless of what you know or don’t 
know about blogging, you will be churning out the best titles for your blog posts. 

● TweakBiz title generator: A comprehensive title generator by TweakBiz. 
● Potent C idea generator: Call it a content idea generator or a title generator – it functions 

as both. 
● UpWorthy title generator: The only viral topic generator you need. 

 

Proof-reading tool 
 

● Grammarly: Saviour for a non-native English speaker like me. Helps with proof-reading, 
suggests words, is a great companion. 

● ProWriting Aid: Another popular grammar and spell checker tool. Supports multiple 
platforms. 

● Hemingway App: Free web-based tool to improve your writing. I’m sure you will end up 
bookmarking this one. 

 

https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/BuzzSumo/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/AhrefsCE/
http://www.quora.com/
https://www.hubspot.com/blog-topic-generator
https://www.google.com/trends/hottrends/visualize?nrow=5&ncol=5
http://www.aminstitute.com/headline/
http://coschedule.com/headline-analyzer
http://tweakyourbiz.com/tools/title-generator/index.php
http://www.portent.com/tools/title-maker
http://www.upworthygenerator.com/
https://www.grammarly.com/
https://prowritingaid.com/
https://hemingwayapp.com/


 

Stock images for blogs 
 

● Flickr Advanced search: Use Flickr Advanced search to find images with a creative 
common license. 

● Adobe Stock - I use this everyday for clients. It is a paid service but very helpful. 
● Google image search: Use images with an appropriate license which you can use on your 

blog. 
● Pixabay: Another great site where you can download high-quality images. You don’t have 

to give credit links. 
 

Blog reading and content discovery tool 
 

● Feedly: Subscribe to any blog feeds or search for your interested topic to discover new 
blogs to subscribe to. 

● Pocket: A “read it later” app which is also a productive app. Integrated into all the reading 
apps mentioned previously and lets you save articles for later reading. 

● Zest: This one is for marketers and available as a chrome add-on. Mobile apps coming 
soon. 

 

Desktop & Mobile video recording + editing tools 
 

● Camtasia: Available for both Windows and Mac OS, and let you record screencasts. 
Offers a one-month free trial. 

● InShot: My favorite mobile video editor right now. Do great videos, with text and audio 
overlays, cartoon graphics, emojis, and much more. Free and paid versions. 

● SoapBox: A brand new tool which also offers desktop recording. You can use it to record 
screencast with your face and screen. 

● Snag it: Image capturing and editing tool for Mac and Windows OS. One of the best, and 
highly recommended for bloggers. 

● Image Optim: Mac Image compressor tool which optimizes your images for the web. 
● Spark Post: Mobile app for photo thumbnail creation. Custom templates and options. 
● Spice: Mobile video editing app. Simple to use, free, lots of options 

 

https://www.flickr.com/
https://stock.adobe.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://feedly.com/
https://getpocket.com/
https://zest.is/
https://www.techsmith.com/video-editor.html
https://www.techsmith.com/screen-capture.html
https://wistia.com/soapbox
https://www.techsmith.com/screen-capture.html
https://imageoptim.com/
https://spark.adobe.com/about/post
http://spliceapp.com/


 
 

● MPEG Streamclip: A powerful desktop video converter software for Windows and Mac. 
You can use it to convert, cut, trim and join videos. I usually use it to convert my video 
format to reduce the size of the video. 

● Audacity: A sound recorder tool for every major desktop OS. Useful for podcasters, as 
you can record and then edit your recordings. 

● TubeBuddy: If you are a Youtube publisher or video blogger, you should get Tubebuddy. 
This one tool can double your Youtube channel traffic & make it easier to manage your 
Youtube channel. Highly recommended for YouTube publishers. 

 

Visitor stats and analytics tool 
 

● Google Analytics: The best solution for viewing advanced details about your blog traffic. 
Also shows live traffic status of your blog. 

● Jetpack plugin: Offers a module called “WordPress.com stats”, which allows you to see 
traffic details from your WordPress dashboard. 

 

Outsourcing websites & website building tools 
 

● Fiverr: Outsource things like YouTube video intros or buy social media likes & much more 
for only $5. 

● Freelancer: Great place to hire virtual assistants or freelancers to get a job done. 
● 99designs: Crowd-sourcing websites for your web design needs. Cheap, but high quality. 
● Themeforest: WordPress themes, web templates and more. Brought to you by the largest 

global community of creatives. 
● Creative Market: Ready-to-use design assets from independent creators. Graphics, fonts, 

themes, photos and more. Great for rate cards, media kits and so on. 

Productivity tools: Take control of your time 
 

● Headspace: Tired of blogging constantly? Use Headspace and meditate for 5 minutes. 
You will thank me later! 

● Wunderlist: Manage your to-do list with Wanderlust. Available on all platforms, and stores 
data in the cloud. 

● Trello: A card-based task management tool. I have used it in the past, but have now 
shifted to Wunderlist. Still, Trello serves a different purpose and is very popular. 

http://www.squared5.com/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
https://www.tubebuddy.com/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/google-analytics.html
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Jetpack/
https://www.fiverr.com/
https://www.freelancer.com/
https://99designs.com/
https://themeforest.net/
https://creativemarket.com/
https://www.headspace.com/
https://www.wunderlist.com/
https://trello.com/


 
 

● Rescuetime: Sends you weekly stats (configurable) of which site you spent the most time 
on during the previous week. A good idea to start taking note of your counter-productive 
activity, and save your precious time. Install, configure and it runs in the background. 

● Selfcontrol: App for Mac which lets you block access to certain sites. Try blocking 
Facebook, and notice how your productivity increases! 

● Google Calendar: I use this everyday. Map out your time and get things done. 
 
 

Keyword research tools 
 

● Google Keyword Planner:  A Free and easy-to-use keyword research tool. 
● SEMRUSH: Atypical keyword tool that allows you to find keywords that a given website is 

ranking for. Use it to find long-tail keywords which are easy to rank for. 
● LongTailPro: Desktop-based (Windows & Mac) keyword research tool. Perfect for those 

who have little experience with keyword research. 
 

 

SEO tools 
 

● GTmetrics: GTmetrix gives you insight on how well your site loads and provides 
actionable recommendations on how to optimize it. 

● Google Webmaster Tool: Free tool from Google which shows various data such as links 
to your website, duplicate content and keyword ranking. 

● Yoast SEO Plugin: Make sure you have this Wordpress plugin downloaded and installed 
on your site.  

● Bing Webmaster Tool: Similar to Google Webmaster Tool, but for Bing search engine. 
● ScreamingFrog: Desktop SEO tool which lets you check your blog from the web-spiders 

point of view. Available for Windows, Ubuntu and Mac OS. 
● SiteBulb: Another great desktop based site crawling and auditing tool. I have discovered 

this recently and loving it. 
● KWfinder: I discovered this tool while doing research for this post. Guess what? I have 

fallen in love with it. I will share a detailed review soon, but for now you should bookmark 
and try it. The free plan lets you make 5 searches in 24 hours, which is pretty neat. 
 
 

https://www.rescuetime.com/
http://selfcontrolapp.com/
https://calendar.google.com/
https://ads.google.com/intl/en_in/home/tools/keyword-planner/
https://semrush.com/
https://longtailpro.com/
https://gtmetrix.com/
https://www.google.com/webmasters/tools/
https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/seo/
https://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmaster
http://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/
https://sitebulb.com/
https://kwfinder.com/


 

 

Social Media Tools 
 

● SocialPilot: New kid on the block of social media tools, but I love it as they offer an iOS 
app (and an Android app too). 

● BufferApp: This will never let your social media profile run out of content. Also offers a 
mobile app called “Daily”, which lets you add high-quality content to your social media 
profiles. 

● Hootsuite: Best social media dashboard tool for managing all social media channels from 
a single dashboard. Supports Google Plus, and you can auto-post content from your 
blog’s RSS feed. (Free 30-day trial) 

● AgoraPulse: One of the best social media management tool of 2019. Do try their mobile 
app and you will thank me later. 

● Postplanner: Post scheduling tool for Facebook which is constantly updated with new 
features, and helps you to take care of Facebook’s edge rank algorithm.  (Free trial.) 

● Tailwind: Perfect for Instagram and Pinterest scheduling. 
● HubSpot: Social Media scheduling, monitoring, reporting, and much more. It’s an entire 

online marketing suite. Different levels for different needs. 
 

Images for social media tool 
 

● Canva: The most talked about social media image tool. Offers images of various sizes 
based on specific social-media platforms. 

● Adobe Spark Post: Turn your text and photo into a professional-looking graphic by simply 
applying your favorite theme. With Spark Post you don't need design experience to create 
beautiful images. One of my favorites. 

● Pictochart: Infographics are the most shared content type on social-media, and Pictochart 
is the best free Infographic tool available right now. 

● QuotesCover: Create visually appealing quote images. 
● Pablo: This free web app is by Buffer. Lets you add text over images, and share it on 

social media sites with a single click. 
● Vid to gif: .gif images increase CTR, and sites like Google Plus & Twitter support .gif 

images. Use this tool to create a .gif from any online video. 
 

https://www.socialpilot.co/
http://bufferapp.com/
https://hootsuite.com/
https://www.agorapulse.com/
https://www.postplanner.com/
https://www.tailwindapp.com/
https://www.hubspot.com/pricing/marketing?selectedPackage=starter
https://www.canva.com/
https://spark.adobe.com/about/post
http://piktochart.com/
http://www.quotescover.com/
https://buffer.com/pablo
https://imgur.com/vidgif


Blog Monetization 
 

● Google AdSense: The best contextual advertising network. It’s easy to manage and pays 
on time. 

● Media.net: An ad network by Yahoo and Bing. High quality ads just like AdSense. 
● Properllerads: A good alternative to Google AdSense with a lower minimum payout. 
● VigLink: Perfect for bloggers who use commerce-related words in their articles. Search 

engine friendly, and lets you earn money from an outbound link. 
 

 

Affiliate marketplace for affiliate bloggers 
 

● ClickBank : A popular affiliate marketplace for bloggers in any niche. Many different 
affiliate products to promote. 

● ShareASale: Another popular affiliate marketplace with tons of affiliate programs from 
which to choose. 

● Impact Radius: Gaining traction lately as many popular companies like MaxCDN and 
Media Temple use IR to run their affiliate programs. 

● Commission Junction: One of the oldest & reliable affiliate marketplace to find great 
affiliate offers. You can also get paid via Payoneer. 

 

Email marketing tools for bloggers 
 

● ConvertKit: Best email marketing software for bloggers offering email automation, 
personalization and pre-built templates for sending beautiful email newsletters. It’s the 
tool I use. 

● Feed burner:: Free service by Google which let you optimize your blog feed, and you can 
use it’s newsletter feature to send daily updates to your subscribers. 

● Aweber: Another popular tool among bloggers & internet marketers. Offers Webinars 
support & 30 days free trial without the credit card. 

● HubSpot: I use this everyday for my clients. Easy to use email templates, automated 
email workflows and contact list segmentation. 

● MailChimp: Mailchimp has come a long way and is becoming a good email marketing and 
automation tool. 

https://www.google.com/adsense
https://www.media.net/
https://propellerads.com/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/adsense-guide
https://www.viglink.com/
https://www.clickbank.com/
https://www.shareasale.com/
https://impact.com/
https://www.cj.com/
https://www.shoutmeloud.com/receive-commission-junction-affiliate-payment-payoneer.html
https://convertkit.com/
https://feedburner.google.com/
https://www.aweber.com/
https://www.hubspot.com/products/marketing/email
https://mailchimp.com/


 

Landing page tool for WordPress 
 

● LeadPages: One of the most trusted landing page tools for WordPress or any other 
blogging platform. 

● Unbounce: Take your ad budget further and grow your business with Unbounce landing 
pages, website popups, and sticky bars. 

● Convertkit: A fantastic landing page and email marketing tool. It’s the one I use. 
 
 

Web-hosting resource for bloggers 
 

● Bluehost : Recommended as the #1 hosting service by the official WordPress.org hosting 
resource page. Cheap and affordable shared hosting with one free domain name. 

● GoDaddy: Great support, and offer different levels of hosting depending on your needs. 
● Cloudways: Want to host your WordPress site in the Cloud (Amazon or Digital Ocean)? 

Look no further than Cloudways. Makes it easier for non-technical users to host their 
website in the cloud. 

● FileZilla: Desktop FTP tool which is available for every desktop OS. 
● MySQL WorkBench: An advanced tool for desktop management of your WordPress 

database. (Recommended only for technical users.) 
 

Blog promotion tools 
 

● Flipboard: Create your own magazines, and curate articles from the web or from your 
own site.  Your creation combined with Flipboard can drive targeted traffic. You can use 
their bookmarklet to add content to your magazine, or use their mobile app. 

● MakeWebvideo: Use whiteboard style videos for your blog intro or for any topic. See an 
example here. 

● Whats new: Show your blog’s new updates since the reader’s last visit. Great idea for a 
blog and gets tons of return visits. 

● Wisestamp: Add visually appealing signatures after your email. Use Wisestamp RSS 
addon and show your latest blog post in every email. A clever technique to market your 
latest post. I use it to gain subscribers to my social-channels. This is an addon for 
browsers. 

https://www.leadpages.net/
https://unbounce.com/
https://app.convertkit.com/referrals/l/a7d1884a-e1bf-4c15-aefb-2eb4b31dcf42
https://www.bluehost.com/
https://www.godaddy.com/?sp_hp=B&
https://www.cloudways.com/en/
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://www.mysql.com/products/workbench/
https://flipboard.com/
https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet?desktop=1
https://www.makewebvideo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01OYru5LTZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01OYru5LTZE
https://whatsnew.io/
http://www.wisestamp.com/


Content marketing tools 
 
I have covered many content marketing tools above. Following are a few which did not fit into 
any of the above categories: 
 

● BuzzStream: For bloggers’ outreach. Not a free tool, but this is an absolutely amazing 
tool for serious bloggers & marketers. 

Other miscellaneous blogging tools 
 

● PushEngage: Enables web-push notifications for your blog. A new and innovative way to 
let users subscribe to your blog updates. 

● Google apps: Create domain specific email. Powered by Google & you will get access to 
all Google products. Also helps in getting AdSense approval fast with domain specific 
email address. 

● Speechpad: Offers transcription services for audio or video. 
 

 
 

Join Blogging Coaching Group 
 
If you are serious about being a full time blogger, working remotely from anywhere in the world, 
and making passive income, but just need a coach or mentor to show you the way, then this is 
for you. 
 
I invite you to join the group, it’s only $50/mo (paid annually). I believe this will be one of the best 
investments you will ever make.  
 
I’ve been there, I’ve lived it, I’m traveling for free or getting paid to do it. And it’s great! If I can do 
it, anyone can do it! I want to show you how I did it. I want to be there to answer your questions 
as you build your site, as you build your audience, as you build your marketing funnels. Let me 
be your coach, your mentor, and show you how it all comes together. 
 
Join the Be a Travel Influencer Coaching Group and get the answers and help you need. 

http://www.buzzstream.com/
https://www.pushengage.com/
https://get.google.com/apptips/apps/#!/all
https://www.speechpad.com/
https://caribcastaways.samcart.com/products/private-blog-coaching-group/

